Is the standard of written English acceptable for publication? -Page 5 lines 14-16: the sentence " The average cost per infant ..... " result to be not clear and should be reworked to avoid confusion.
-Authors should be careful in the use of abbreviations or acronyms throughout the manuscript. Only the first time they use them within the paper or in the abstract, they should place it in parentheses immediately following the complete term.
GENERAL COMMENTS
Authors should review and correct the reference number 11 since from July 2011 the legal association of WOHO is discontinued.
Regarding the "methods and analysis" section (the population paragraph, page 7, lines 21-22), the authors should clearly define the two groups ie "patient under usual medical care plus OMT and patients that receive only usual medical care". 
REVIEWER

THE STUDY
In the abstract and methods, the objective states the aim of the study is to examine the association between OMT and LOS, whereas in the introduction the aim discusses clinical observations. A more detailed explanation of the study's aim in the introduction is needed, and should be consistent throughout the manuscript. The population states all preterm infants, then later excludes any infant less than 29 weeks, so an inclusion criteria would be gestational age between 29-37 weeks. A sham group is not included, which is needed. It sounds as if all subjects will have an osteopathic structural examination, which can effect the outcome (no group is truly getting just "usual care"). "Osteopath" needs to be defined, and re-named. What is the training? In the US, a doctor of osteopathy (D.O.) has 4 years of osteopathic medical school training, and that may not be the case in all countries. Is the person doing structural examinations and OMT an osteopathic physician, a physiotherapist, etc? There needs to be discussion regarding the duration of each OMT session and which specific techniques will be used (if different among subjects, this could affect outcomes). More discussion is needed for non-osteopathic physicians regarding osteopathic techniques, such as rib-raising, doming the diaphragm, soft tissue techniques, etc. (whatever techniques are used), and how they help with certain somatic dysfunctions. If able, update references with a prospective study regarding safety in pediatric OMT, as reference 18 is a retrospective study. Statistical analysis and randomization process is deferred for biostatistician review. In the abstract and methods, the objective states the aim of the study is to examine the association between OMT and LOS, whereas in the introduction the aim discusses clinical observations. A more detailed explanation of the study's aim in the introduction is needed, and should be consistent throughout the manuscript. A: OK. The following statement has been inserted: "Aim of this multicentre randomized controlled trial is to examine the association between OMT and LOS in a larger population."
VERSION 1 -AUTHOR RESPONSE
The population states all preterm infants, then later excludes any infant less than 29 weeks, so an inclusion criteria would be gestational age between 29-37 weeks. A: OK. The name of the paragraph has been changed in "Exclusion criteria" Comment [3]: A sham group is not included, which is needed. A: Agree, but due to budgetary and logistic constrains the trial has been designed without a sham group Comment [4]: It sounds as if all subjects will have an osteopathic structural examination, which can effect the outcome (no group is truly getting just "usual care"). A: Agree, but the trial has been designed to avoid potential confutations from the NICU personnel thus all preterms will be at least touched. DO) . The term osteopath is also used allover Europe and it refers to those who attended a certified osteopathic school (5 or 6 years) regardless if they have got a previous degree in medicine or physiotherapy.
Comment [5] : There needs to be discussion regarding the duration of each OMT session and which specific techniques will be used (if different among subjects, this could affect outcomes). A: OK. The duration has been added. The type of techniques used has been specified but no formal treatment protocol has been designed. The "black-box" method has been used. Moreover, the aim of the study is to look at the effectiveness of osteopathic treatment and not at the efficacy of any specific technique. 
